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In this photo: Tka’s Eternal Life Ball Hockey Tournament will run on Aug. 23 and Aug. 24 in Kamloops. The
legacy of Taranveer “Tka” Dhillon will be carried on through the game he loved.
Taranveer “Tka” Dhillon’s life revolved around hockey.
Between four and five times a week, he would lace up his skates and hit the ice, playing with three different
teams to get in as many games as possible.
When he wasn’t at the rink, he was in the streets, playing ball hockey with the neighbourhood kids,
spending quality time with his nieces and nephews.
He was at home with a hockey stick in his hands — as a kid, he gave up playing rugby at a provincial level
to fully commit to minor hockey — and, if he wasn’t playing, he was coaching, passing the game on to the
next generation.

NEWS IN PICTURES

Dhillon passed away unexpectedly in July of 2013 at just 32 years of age.
He was an athlete, healthy and in his prime, but, for some unknown reason, that summer day he just didn’t
wake up.
In the days that followed, his family started to think about his legacy and how his life could be celebrated.
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The sport of hockey and helping the kids who play it seemed a natural choice.
“He was a firm believer in sports allowing for confidence,” his sister, Manpreet Dhillon, told KTW.

March 20, 2014

“It gives kids structure, it helps their physical wellbeing as well as their emotional wellbeing and that
sense of belonging, as well.”
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The weekend of Aug. 23 and Aug. 24 will bring the inaugural Tka’s Eternal Life Ball Hockey Tournament to
Kamloops, an event that will celebrate Tka’s life and the sport that was most important to him.
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The tournament is a fundraiser, with all its proceeds going to KidSport.
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“I think one of the biggest things for why we chose KidSport as the charity we’re supporting, as much time
as he could, he used to spend with his nieces and nephews,” Manpreet said.

March 18, 2014

“He grew up working in hockey camps, teaching younger kids how to play, and he used sports as a way to
teach kids life lessons.
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“We really believed in the mandate of KidSport because of that.”

May 29, 2014

The tournament will take place at Westsyde Centennial Park and thus far about 100 players have registered
to play.
More than 50 family members will be coming from the Lower Mainland to be present at the tournament and
Tka’s network of close friends in Kamloops will be on hand, too, playing and remembering the Kam High
grad.
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For Manpreet, organizing the tournament has been a humbling experience.
Tka’s friends have jumped at any opportunity to help and much of the event has been sponsored by
organizations and people that wish to remember her brother.

Last Name

He was a man with a big heart who touched many.
“It’s changing my life in a lot of ways.” Manpreet said.
* = required field

Seeing how her brother impacted so many lives has changed the way she handles her own relationships.

Vacation Guide

“I have a lot more respect for him — not that I didn’t when he was here — but all of a sudden you see the
person in a different light,” she continued.
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“The fact that he allowed people into his heart so much is something I really learned from him.”
Subscribe

Growing up in Kamloops, Tka’s family could never get him to come inside.
He was always out in the culdesac playing street hockey, organizing a pickup basketball game, kicking a
soccer ball around.
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Manpreet hopes that the first Tka’s Eternal Life Ball Hockey Tournament will grow the same love of sport in
other youth in the Tournament Capital.
“One of the biggest things he had, he had a huge heart,” she said. “That’s one of the reasons we wanted to
do this — he loved kids.”
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